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HYMNS 
262 All glory, laud and honour
263 Hosanna, Hosanna, 

Hosanna in the highest!
265 Ride on, ride on in majesty!
READINGS 
Philippians 2, 5-11
Matthew 21, 1-11

Weekly Worship at Home bulletin from Reverend Matthew 

6th Sunday in Lent / 2nd Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday

EASTER SUNDAY 

3rd SUNDAY
OF EASTER 

READINGS
John 14: 1 - 14
1 Peter 2: 2 - 20

PENTECOST
CALL TO WORSHIP
Gathering prayer. God of all the 
Earth, be present with us now, in 
each of our homes, as we connect 
together. Build us into a spiritual 
house, a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
you through Jesus Christ, our risen 
redeemer and healer.   Amen.
OPENING PRAYERS
As we turn on the tap we turn our 
hearts towards you, O God.
As we wet our hands renew our 
thoughts, so we might be transformed.
As we lather soap between fingers and 
over all our hands, in the same way, 
we ask you to purge from us all that 
brings harm to us and others.
Remove the invisible guilt and shame 
that keeps us distanced away from 
you.
As we rinse our hands, we trust in your 
overflowing grace, making all things 
new. Amen.
God of peace who brought again from 

10th to 16th MAY

LOVE 
UNITES 

US

LOVE NEVER FAILS

PENTECOST SUNDAY • 31st May 2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Come Holy Spirit, to help us 

worship and glorify Jesus. 
Come Holy Spirit, to guide us into 

all truth. 
Come Holy Spirit, to help us pray. 
Come Holy Spirit, to set our hearts 

on fire with love again. 
Come Holy Spirit, to send us out to 
share the good news of Jesus. 
Come Holy Spirit, to fill us 

once again. 
Come Holy Spirit, Come Holy Spirit. 

     AMEN.

HYMN 385 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you,   
OPENING PRAYERS
Loving God, we are constantly amazed 
that you come to us in new and exciting 
ways. On this day we remember how 
your Spirit came and empowered 
ordinary people to become the Church.
We gather here on this platform like a 

diverse crowd gathered in Jerusalem 
and demoralized disciples in an upper 
room, come Holy Spirit as we worship. 
Holy Spirit come to us now. Speak your 
peace to our hearts, send us your 
power, and your comfort that we may 
hear your call to us today and live as 
your people, today and always. 
We ask for forgiveness of our sins, 
forgive us when we forget you are there 
for us and when we struggle on in our 
own strength. 
Renew us and inspire us. In Jesus’ 
name we pray.               Amen.
God of peace who brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
great Shepherd of the sheep, with the 
blood of the eternal covenant: make us 
perfect in every good work to do your 
will, and work in us that which is well-
pleasing in your sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.   Amen.  

         (Methodist Worship)



 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

READINGS Psalm 16,  John  20, 19 - 31

SERMON  
The Day of Pentecost
Rev Matthew Olanrewaju

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice;
I know them and they follow me.

4th Sunday of
EASTER

HYMNS
317 At the name of Jesus
345  And can it be that I should gain
340 Ye servants of God,

SERMON

54 LINES OF TEXT

720 words approx.

using 9/10 Helvetica Neue

READINGS
JOHN  20: 19- 23
ACTS      2: 1 -21

Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your 
love in Christ Jesus our Lord.    Amen.
SONG  For I’m building a people of power

In faith, let us pray to God, our Father, in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit,
Almighty God, we come to you with open hands, and on this day you touched 
the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit:
Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things,
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our 
Saviour,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen.
Come Holy Spirit,  Renew our hearts and hear our prayer.
You have called us to be your people,
to follow where you lead, be obedient to your word and bring your Good News
wherever we might go. Forgive our impatience and lack of faith which causes us to 
stumble;
Come Holy Spirit,  Renew our hearts and hear our prayer.
We pray for our nation, our Queen and our government, that God will grant wisdom to all 
in authority. That  they lead through wisdom and respect, that they may serve with 
compassion and care and through humility they may set a good example as in Jesus who 
came not to be served but to serve

The Day of Pentecost marks fifty days since Easter Day and brings the Easter season to 
an end. Jesus had promised his followers that, although they would not see him after 
his Ascension, they would receive the Holy Spirit to guide and inspire them. Pentecost is 
a major day in the Christian year when Christians celebrate the gift of God’s Holy Spirit to 
the disciples empowering them to begin the work of making disciples of all nations.
The Acts of the Apostles describes how the crowds gathered in Jerusalem – representing 
many nationalities and speaking many languages – were able to hear the disciples 
preaching in their own language.
Today, on this Pentecost Sunday, I would like to remind us that it is God’s Spirit who 
actively draws people to faith in Christ, and it is God’s Spirit who grows and knits us 
together as God’s people, the Church. It is wonderful to gather separately together in our 
homes as a Church, celebrating the birth of the Church. Let us be reminded of three 
things that we are:
1   We are A Spirit-filled Church that was promised in the Old Testament.
The Old Testament had many stories that contain many disappointments and sadness. 
The people of Israel were never able to enjoy perfect harmony with God or with their 
neighbours. They went on exile to Babylon and the kingdom and Temple were destroyed. 
All hope seemed lost. Yet the Old Testament did contain seeds of hope, promises of a 
better future. Prophets like Joel and Ezekiel predicted that God would one day pour out 
his Spirit on all his people. On everyone who knew and loved him, whether Jew or 
Gentile. (Joel 2, 28-29)
28 Then afterwards I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall 
see visions.  29 Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out 
my spirit. God’s Spirit would enable all God’s people to live in harmony with him and 
with each other.
2   We are a Spirit-filled gathering which began at Pentecost
Jesus himself reiterated these Old Testament promises during his own ministry. He told 
his disciples that the Spirit would come on them after his Ascension. A promise which 
was fulfilled on Pentecost Sunday, described in our Acts reading this morning.
Pentecost was the Jewish Harvest festival, when the people of Israel thanked God for the 
harvest of crops. It is appropriate that God chose this feast to begin his worldwide 

harvest of souls, gathering people from afar to be members of his church.
It is highly symbolic that at Pentecost the disciples were given the gift of speaking in 
different tongues. This gift enabled everyone present to hear the Gospel proclaimed in 
their own language. God was beginning to gather people for himself out of scattered 
humanity. God was forming a new people for himself from people of every tribe and 
tongue. He was beginning to form a Spirit-filled gathering, the church, that goes on 
today.
3   We are a spirit-filled Church which goes on today
The Holy Spirit is gathering people today through you and I and convincing them of their 
sin and their need for Christ for forgiveness. In John 16:8
So today, even as we are going through social restrictions, we should pray that God’s 
Spirit will open the eyes of our friends and neighbours and draw them to Jesus. Let’s 
pray too that the Spirit will help our friends and family understand when we talk to them 
about Christ.
The Holy Spirit also helps us to recognise who God is. In Romans 8 Paul says we can 
call God “Abba”, “Father”. As Christians let’s rejoice in the intimacy we have with God by 
his Holy Spirit and make the most of the privilege of prayer.
Thirdly, the Holy Spirit brings Christians closer to one another. The Holy Spirit is a spirit 
of unity, who pours love into our hearts for our brothers and sisters in Christ. The Holy 
Spirit also gives us all gifts. Gifts like leadership, hospitality, teaching, encouragement, 
administration, speaking in tongues, prophecy, caring and so on.
As Paul stresses in 1 Corinthians 12, these gifts are not primarily given for our own 
edification, but for the “common good” of the church. I pay tribute to all of you who 
through the Spirit of God has been supporting each other during this pandemic.
Glue, nails and screws bind together planks of wood until they become a furniture. 
Similarly, God’s Spirit today binds us and unites us. 
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I felt my heart Strangely 
warmed, I felt I did trust in
Christ, Christ alone 
for salvation.
John Wesley.

I felt my heart strangely
warmed, I felt I did trust
in Christ, Christ alone
for salvation.
John Wesley.

Come Holy Spirit,  Renew our hearts and hear our prayer.
We pray for our city, town or village in which we live, and for all those who keep us safe at 
the moment, especially all our medical staff in all our hospitals. We pray for their 
protection and for their families who worry for their loved ones, please Lord shield these 
people from harm or danger.
Come Holy Spirit,  Renew our hearts and hear our prayer.
Eternal God, there is great longing in the world; people are desperate because of the 
suffering they endure. Earth cries out for peace; oppressed people cry for justice; women, 
men and children weep in sorrow and pain. We pray for those who are frightened, unwell, 
alone, and especially those who are in the grip of Covid-19, heal them in the power of 
your Holy Spirit.
Come Holy Spirit,  Renew our hearts and hear our prayer.
We join our prayers to the prayers of Christ for those we know who are ill or troubled, and 
for all your suffering children who are beyond our reach of mind: we know that all are 
brought home to your heart
in the prayers of Christ and in the silent intercessions of your Spirit, who comes from your 
deep heart to ours, and returns again to you with all our deepest longings.  On each of us, 
right now, 
Come Holy Spirit,  Renew our hearts and hear our prayer.
We pray for ourselves and others who are in our isolation, Lord increase our faith, 
strengthen our courage and dispel our gloom. Protect our families and keep safe all who 
are vulnerable. Lord let your light dispel the darkness and make a new dawn bring hope 
and a world restored we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
CLOSING HYMN 410 Lord your church on earth is seeking

CONCLUDING PRAYERS FOR ALL AT PANDEMIC
God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;   
through him who suffered alone on the cross,
but reigns with you in glory,
Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.

CLOSING PRAYER
May the presence of the Creator refresh you, may the comfort of the Son renew you, may 
the inspiration of the Spirit restore you to be love in action, even from a distance, in our 
neighbourhoods, near and far, this day and for evermore. AMEN.

BLESSING
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light,” (1Peter 2:9) So, go in the power of the Holy Spirit to follow Jesus and be His 
witnesses, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be 
among you and remain with you always. AMEN.


