
SUNDAY May 17, 2020 

Chapel Field Road Methodist Church

HYMNS 
262 All glory, laud and honour
263 Hosanna, Hosanna, 

Hosanna in the highest!
265 Ride on, ride on in majesty!
READINGS 
Philippians 2, 5-11
Matthew 21, 1-11

Weekly Worship at Home bulletin from Reverend Matthew 

6th Sunday in Lent / 2nd Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday

EASTER SUNDAY 

3rd SUNDAY
OF EASTER 

READINGS
John 14: 1 - 14
1 Peter 2: 2 - 20

6th Sunday of EASTER 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK SERVICE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Gathering prayer. God of all the 
Earth, be present with us now, in 
each of our homes, as we connect 
together. Build us into a spiritual 
house, a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
you through Jesus Christ, our risen 
redeemer and healer. Amen.
OPENING PRAYERS
As we turn on the tap we turn our 
hearts towards you, O God.
As we wet our hands renew our 
thoughts, so we might be transformed.
As we lather soap between fingers and 
over all our hands,
purge from us all that brings us harm 
and might harm others.
Remove the invisible guilt and shame 
that so often keeps us from you.
As we rinse our hands, we trust in your 
overflowing grace, making all things 
new.  Amen.

God of peace who brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
great Shepherd of the sheep, with the 
blood of the eternal covenant: make 
us perfect in every good work to do 
your will, and work in us that which is 
well-pleasing in your sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen.  (Methodist Worship)
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from 
your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

10th to 16th MAY

LOVE 
UNITES 

US

LOVE NEVER FAILS

Children gather in a crowded 
refugee camp in Bangladesh.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

READINGS Psalm 16,  John  20, 19 - 31

SERMON  
CHRISTIAN AID
Dr Rowan Williams (online)

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice;
I know them and they follow me.

4th Sunday of
EASTER

HYMNS
409 Let us build a house
  20 Be still for the presence of the Lord
476 One more step along the world I go

READINGS
Psalm  31
LUKE   10 : 25-37

             Prayer of lament and intercession
God our refuge, we come to you with open hands, some of us with 
hearts full of questions, some of us bruised by bereavement, some of 
us fearful of what the future holds, all of us stunned by the effects of 
the pandemic in our world. Draw close to us now in each of our 
homes as we place our lives, yearnings and hopes into your hands. 
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
With the honesty of the psalmist, the wrestling questions of Job, and the lament 
of the prophets, we bring to you our questions and our silence. (…silence 
together.)
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hear the cry of our hearts, Lord, silent and aloud, for our bereaved world, 
country and neighbours, near and far. Comfort all those in pain and hold close 
those who are hurting alone. 
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In this season of Easter, renew us with resurrection hope that while weeping 

SERMON

54 LINES OF TEXT

720 words approx.

using 9/10 Helvetica Neue

A couple of weeks ago, I had a letter from a friend in Sri Lanka reflecting on the 
current global crisis. The life we have regarded as normal is in fact a life in which 
there are deep chasms of separation between those who have the resources to 
manage their lives with a degree of freedom and control and those who don’t. In 
many contexts, communities live literally side by side, but with this immense gap 
between them. Social distance don’t help much: sickness does not discriminate 
between rich and poor, and we are reminded of the limits of our freedom and our 
control of the world we live in.
We are reminded to remember those across the world with the least resources to 
respond effectively to the pandemic. Our Christian Aid partners in Africa are facing 
great challenges. Communities living in impossibly overcrowded conditions, 
communities with no safe water for washing or drinking and no consistent public 
health provision of any kind.  Part of the ‘social distance’ we have tolerated in our 
world is the reality that the securities we take for granted, even in times of crisis – 
health care, pensions, unemployment benefits – are lacking in so many societies.
So even as we observe the social distance we need to keep each other safe in our 
households an d neighbourhoods here, we might think about how we are called to 
step across another kind of social distance, so as to stand alongside those who are 
so much more at risk. In the story of the Good Samaritan, we have the picture of a 
person who crosses more than one gulf of distance to bring life and hope to 
someone whose life is at risk. He must stop on a lonely road where danger may still 
be lurking. He must take time and pay attention, putting aside his own 
preoccupations and worries so as to see clearly what needs doing. And, not least, 
he must distance himself from his own prejudice and hostility towards a stranger. 
He steps across the distance by putting a distance between his perception of 
someone’s suffering on the one hand, and the familiar human mixture of self-
preserving instinct and inherited fears and hatreds on the other. 
The Samaritan’s act in saving the life of his Jewish neighbour is a sign of what a 
world might look like in which the distance created by fear, ignorance and bigotry 
had been abolished; a world where we were free to respond to one another’s needs 
with prompt and deliberate action
Another name for such a world is the Kingdom of God. We must let its reality show 

through our lives as we challenge the ‘social distances’ we so easily take for 
granted. In a rather strange way, we are learning something about this through the 
conditions we’re currently living with. 
We are learning to put on hold a lot of our instincts for the reassuring pleasures of 
company and entertainment; learning to pay attention to our physical habits in a new 
way, becoming aware of the literal distance between us when we shop or take 
exercise, remembering to wash our hands and so on; and we’re also learning the 
crucial importance of so many unromantic jobs in public service without which we’d 
be lost – the jobs done with the selfless professional concentration that provides us 
with a steady backdrop to all our anxieties and uncertainties. Whether it’s a health 
service professional routinely staffing the intensive care unit, or just someone 
stepping aside on a footpath, we are recognising that living thoughtfully rather than 
just letting our own comfort and convenience dictate. We are still in the Easter 
season, celebrating the central fact of our faith. The God we worship has abolished 
the distance between heaven and earth, manifesting the glory of divine life at the 
very heart of human failure and pain in the cross of Jesus Christ. The God we 
worship gives us the power and freedom to step away from the prison of our self-
preoccupation; to confront with joy and thanksgiving God’s own radiant beauty, and 
to confront with honesty and love the urgent needs of God’s creation.
God help us to rise to this challenge and learn to love as he loves us, with a love that 
never fails in its willingness to cross over, like the Good Samaritan, to wherever 
there is suffering and fear, leaving behind the narrowness that we have let ourselves 
get used to. Love never fails; don’t let us fail the call and opportunity that love gives 
us.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN 

THE BLESSING 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

lingers in this night, joy will come with the morning.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
On this Christian Aid Week Sunday, we pray for communities across the world 
who are most vulnerable to coronavirus, especially people living in refugee 
camps and city slums, with limited sanitation facilities, who are unable to wash 
their hands regularly, and have little opportunity to isolate from others.
We pray for Christian Aid partners working to provide soap and buckets, 
communicating clear, accurate information, raising the voices of the most 
vulnerable and ensuring they are kept as safe as possible. 
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those of us who are self-isolating, which can sometimes feel like we 
aren’t doing anything, remind us that we are all doing our part, and saving lives 
by staying at home.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for much wisdom and resources for those in local and national 
authority for all frontline and key workers here in Britain, Ireland and across the 
world.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection 
of God.: merciful God, we thank you for hearing and answering our prayers, 
because we ask them through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
CLOSING HYMN

CONCLUDINNG PRAYERS FOR ALL AT PANDEMIC
God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.
In their loneliness, be their consolation;
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;
through him who suffered alone on the cross,
but reigns with you in glory,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER
May the presence of the Creator refresh you, may the comfort of the Son renew 
you, may the inspiration of the Spirit restore you to be love in action, even from 
a distance, in our neighbourhoods, near and far, this day and for evermore. 
Amen.

BLESSING 


