
SUNDAY June 7, 2020 

Chapel Field Road Methodist Church
Weekly Worship at Home bulletin from Reverend Matthew 

READINGS
John 14: 1 - 14
1 Peter 2: 2 - 20

TRINITY SUNDAY  

CALL TO WORSHIP
This is the day that the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
This is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven.
The hour is coming, and now is,
when true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth,
for such the Father seeks to worship 
him.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and 
his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him, bless his name!
Amen.
Hymn 3  Eternal God, your 
love’s tremendous glory

OPENING PRAYERS
Lord, you who are three Persons yet 
one God,  Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
living and reigning in the perfect unity 
of love: hold us firm in this faith, that 
we may know you in all your facets 
and rejoice in your eternal glory,  now 
and for ever.   Amen.

God of peace who 
brought again from 
the dead our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that 
great Shepherd of the 
sheep, with the blood 
o f t h e e t e r n a l 
covenant: make us 

perfect in every good work to do your 
will, and work in us that which is well-
pleasing in your sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen.  (Methodist Worship)

TRINITY SUNDAY COLLECT 
Almighty and everlasting God, you 
have given us your servants grace, by 
the confession of a true faith, to 
acknowledge the glory of the eternal 
Trinity and in the power of the divine 
majesty to worship the Unity: keep us 
steadfast in this faith, that we may 
evermore be defended from all 
adversities; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

READINGS
Psalm  8, v 1-9

Matthew 28, v 1-10, 16-20

Hymn 353 
Jesus is Lord!



 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

READINGS Psalm 16,  John  20, 19 - 31

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice;
I know them and they follow me.

4th Sunday of
EASTER

SERMON  
Trinity Sunday
Mr Stephen Osborn

HYMNS
317 At the name of Jesus
345  And can it be that I should gain
340 Ye servants of God,
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“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt 28:19)
Trinity Sunday – a doctrine based on this instruction to the disciples with its 
threefold identification of the person of God. This doctrine celebrates the nature of 
the God whom we worship – and also our multi-faceted relationship with him.

We have to remember of course that this doctrine - as such – is not found in the 
New Testament. It is a later formulation and seeks to explain our different 
experiences of God – as king/ as ruler/ as Lord/ as fellow human being and friend/ 
as guide/ as example etc. etc. God also remains a mystery – and so, therefore, is 
the concept of the Trinity.

We like to keep things simple – and often we forget about the presence and the 
potential for change through the Holy Spirit.

1  How have we been experiencing God through this pandemic and in lockdown? 
Much more difficult when we are cut off from most of our fellow Christian brothers 
and sisters. Signs of acceptance are very important to us in all aspects of our life. 
Paul talks (continually in his letters to the churches) about ‘union with Christ’. And 
that is often the way in which we find ourselves opening up to all the facets of God 
(whether it is three, four or more aspects we recognise in the Trinity) and find 
ourselves accepted by him. We see in Christ’s human experience the similarities 
with our life – and thus we identify where he can speak to us about our actions and 
ambitions.

2  There are also the dangers of hollow symbols. Symbolic representations can be 
hollow, if no one understands what they mean, or if they receive no attention to the 
principles they are based upon.

I remember one time – many years after I had left my home town of Liverpool - 
returning to the city centre and finding the great, magnificent building of St 
George’s Hall all boarded up and derelict. A symbol of the city’s greatness 
allowed to decay and apparently unwanted. Of course I subsequently found out 
that it has since been refurbished and is now in use again as an important 
museum and art gallery for the City.

So also our Christian symbols can become hollow and meaningless, if we allow 
them to. Baptism these days can be a hollow symbol, if the parents are bringing the 
child for form’s sake and not out of any conviction that this matters. Paul talks 
about ‘baptism into the union with Christ’. And Jesus here at the very end of St 
Matthew’s gospel talks about such baptism as being the key symbol of our 

relationship with God the Father, Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit. In the context 
of Trinity Sunday, we need to gain experience of all three persons of God, if we are 
to share fully in his purpose for us and fulfil the promises of our baptism.

3  The call of Jesus to his disciples was also to go out to all nations. He wanted 
them to be fully involved in the life of the world – not to keep to themselves out of 
fear for what might lie outside their group. We talk about ‘New Life in Christ’ – again 
a phrase that comes from Paul.

For such an outreach we need to be strengthened and confirmed by the Holy Spirit 
– to do all sorts of things that we could never have believed ourselves capable of. 
That is the new source of power that we can tap into from Pentecost. It also means 
that we have to put Christ at the very centre of our thinking and being. That is why it 
is a ‘new life’ – it cannot just be a bit of our old life that we devote to him. It means 
we have a whole host of new challenges that we need to take seriously and make 
central.

Conclusion – the Holy Spirit interprets for us the way in which the power and 
majesty of God can reach out to us in all kinds of situations and positions that we 
find ourselves in. Trinity Sunday is an occasion for wonder and awe at the true 
power and possibility of God and the way in which that can influence and affect our 
daily lives. That wonder leads us into the new life that Christ promises us. 

“Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ; neither life nor death 
… nothing in all creation.”

We come in faith to pray to God, our Father, in the name of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Saviour, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, our guide and 
comforter.
Blessed be God, the Creator of all things. Blessed be Christ, our Saviour 
and Friend. Blessed be the Spirit within us and all that he shows us and all the help 
he gives us. Blessed be the Three-in-One.
Holy God we ask your blessing upon all who have been baptised and confirmed in 
the faith, that they may steadfast witnesses to your presence and love. We pray for 
preachers and teachers that they may seek to reveal the mystery of your being with 
us. We pray for those who are coming to faith that they may pursue that goal and 
receive your blessing  (silence)
Holy God, strong and eternal: Hear us and help us.
Holy God, we give thanks for your whole creation – for its unity and diversity, its 
wonder and goodness. Guide and bless all who work in research and seek to 
discover the mysteries of the world, especially those who are working now and the 
Covid pandemic, its causes and a vaccination against it. (silence)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN 

THE BLESSING 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

I felt my heart Strangely 
warmed, I felt I did trust in
Christ, Christ alone 
for salvation.
John Wesley.

I felt my heart strangely
warmed, I felt I did trust
in Christ, Christ alone
for salvation.
John Wesley.

The Lord’s Prayer  
Closing Hymn  67  This, this is the God we adore 

Concluding Prayers for all at Pandemic
God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;   
through him who suffered alone on the cross,
but reigns with you in glory,
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Closing Prayer
May the presence of the Creator refresh you, may the comfort of the Son renew you, may 
the inspiration of the Spirit restore you to be love in action, even from a distance, in our 
neighbourhoods, near and far, this day and for evermore.  Amen.

Blessing
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light,” (1Peter 2:9) So, go in the power of the Holy Spirit to follow Jesus and be His 
witnesses, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be 
among you and remain with you always.   Amen.

Holy God, strong and eternal: Hear us and help us.
Holy God, be amongst us in our homes and wherever we go. Surround our loved 
ones and ourselves with your love and protection. Help us to serve our neighbours 
in whatever ways we can at this time and to reach out to them in love and concern. 
(silence)
Holy God, strong and eternal: Hear us and help us.
Holy God, we ask your blessing upon all doctors, nurses, carers and those who 
support them through the organisation of our health service. We remember those 
who are caring for loved ones at home and those who care for others through the 
community in which they live. We think especially of those who are ill or suffering 
hunger and unemployment because of the effects of the current emergency in 
poorer countries. We pray for all who feel they are isolated without help or hope. 
(silence)
Holy God, strong and eternal: Hear us and help us.
Holy God, giver of life and health, we ask your blessing on all who mourn the 
passing of their loved ones. May they share with your saints in the fullness of your 
kingdom.
Merciful God, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  Amen


