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The Witness of the Cross 

Bible passage


Lent focusses us all on Jesus' journey of purpose and Jesus’ own commitment to follow the path 
to the cross and tells the story of his own obedience. Sometimes, in the preparation, we 
acknowledge the time Jesus spent in the wilderness being apart and without the comfort of home 
or company for 40 days. It was in this time that he was vulnerable to the whispers of temptation 
that would have switched his focus from God his heavenly father to himself and the awfulness of 
his personal discomfort and all that went with it. On this Passion Sunday, many of us find 
ourselves set aside in the Wilderness, away from fellowship and even companionship during the 
days of Lockdown that will be in place for some time to come.


As Paul addresses the people of Pisidian Antioch, he reminds them of their common situation> 
Today, it would go something like this 


Dear friends, fellow Christians, people in isolation, you who are interested in finding hope in the 
middle of despair and fear: it is to us ALL that this message of salvation has been sent. Have a 
look at verse 26 for Paul’s own words:


“Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of 
salvation has been sent.”


Paul has taken the people he meets through their history, in the earlier verses, he has spoken of 
the history of the people, from God’s amazing activities in history which he now claims as a 
history worked out among the Jewish people but actually shows the God who is God of all 
people. Today, as we open up this word of Scripture, we are reminded that it is a message for all 
people. Not just for good people. Or simply for churchy people. Or for those people over there: It 
is a message of salvation that is for all people. Including you. Today. Wherever you are and 
whatever you might have done or been, The message of salvation is one which speaks of rescue 
and renewal, or change and transformation through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God who loves you and gave his life for you.


The message of salvation outlines the things the people already know … God has been faithful to 
redeem his people for many generations… Today, we share stories of redemption - the stories of 
how the cross has the power to save, even today. In the Bible, we see time and again, instances 
of where people have brought destruction and done terrible things, there is the saving love of God 
who intervened with mighty power at the Exodus, in  providing the Judges at a time of national 
turning away from God; in providing a King in response to their clamouring after one ‘to be like 
everyone else’ and so on until the day when he sent Jesus, his Only Son to be ‘Immanuel' - which 
means ‘God with us’. Where people have failed, God has brought his presence through obedient 
people, miracles and wonders to intervene and to make a way from despair to hope, from being 
people walking in darkness to being a people who see a great light.


The stories of our church matter at these times of hopelessness: to recall the times when God 
sent amazing people or did amazing things within your church or stories you have heard from 
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other people: your Christian friends or family members  - maybe this is a time to take pause and 
remember the stories they told you that you didn’t really give any credibility to at the time. Now 
that the world has slowed down a little or now the the darkness is closer than ever, it is time to 
pay attention and to look at what they have been talking about.


In the front of the Church at Sprowston Methodist there is a ‘thin place’ at the front near where the 
organ was… It is the place where much prayer took place. When you stand and pray there, it is 
easy to talk to God, to feel his presence and an overwhelming presence of the power of the holy 
spirit. Talk to the church members, they will tell you about how God has spoken to them in this 
place at various times, sometimes being so overwhelmed by the presence and power of God that 
they were unable to stand under its weight… Maybe make a phone call or two today and ask 
them to tell you their favourite stories of the presence of God in the Church… If we were together 
today, I’d be asking you to tell your stories!


They should all point towards God. God’s revelation. God’s power to transform. To save.


I’ve been thinking about the difference that Salvation has made to me over the years and how that  
message of love from the Cross has made a transforming difference on my life … My first 
thoughts go back to Good Friday services - which seemed at the time to be a cruel and unusual 
punishment in adding yet another dull and boring service for us to go along to. There was no life 
and hope in them. It was simply dull.  


The stories of the cross must be told by believers. Being spoken of by theorists is okay, but has 
no passion. When Paul, Peter, Philip and Stephen tell their stories of the cross and crucifixion, 
they are powerful words - because they themselves had entered into the story with life-changing 
consequences. The apostles speak of the old ways and then Jesus comes into their own stories, 
the stories of their people are now stories of the past: The Exodus, the Judges  - all the past. 
Everything is transformed by the cross of Jesus and the story of the cross, shared by people who 
have found life through it has the power to draw people towards Jesus so that they too might 
enter into a transformed and eternal life. Paul especially understands that no amount of learning 
or personal effort to obey God will bring him into God’s kingdom: It is only when he stands under 
the cross of Jesus and embraces his sacrifice completely. Look at how Paul describes the story in 
these verses


26 “Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of 
salvation has been sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet 
in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 
28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him 
executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from 
the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he 
was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his 
witnesses to our people. 
32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their 
children, by raising up Jesus.  
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The witness of the cross is powerful in transforming our lives. The Cross transforms our attitudes. 
The Cross transforms our hearts and our intentions as it brings us in, through Jesus to the 
presence of God, the place where we are known and know that we are known - receiving blessed 
assurance. We tell Jesus’ story through our own lens of faith, bearing witness to the impact that 
the cross has made on us, how it has transformed us and all that we have been.


So back to the dull Good Friday services of my youth! I found myself in a Methodist Church the 
Good Friday after I gave my life to Jesus. I had been sharing as part of a mission team in 
Sedbergh, Cumbria during Holy Week. There had been a walk of witness through the rain and we 
had finished in church. As the story of Jesus’ death on the cross was read from the Gospel, my 
heart turned over as the enormity of God’s love enveloped me. The ‘Jesus died for all’ did include 
me. He died for MY sins, because be loves me - and I was undone. The passion of Jesus is 
something that includes and overwhelms us with the grace of God. 

Amazing Love! 
How can it be that thou my God should’st die for me?


The witness of the cross is not about education, it is about participation.


As the apostles share the story of God’s great love for us in Jesus, they tell their story in order that 
others might be brought into faith. It is not merely for interest or to help to build up a bank of 
knowledge, it is to cut deeply into the very fabric of our identity and insert the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ - the one who loves us and dies for us - to insert the saving power of God into the 
very core of our being.


People may be awful  - we may be awful - God transforms through the death (the horror of our 
actions and attitudes) and resurrection of Jesus - which God alone brings about.


Paul brings home that it is people who participate in the death of Jesus, but God alone who 
brings about Resurrection.


On this Passion Sunday, the Cross of Jesus stands over the wrecks of this present age. 


It stands over our fear for the people of the world - especially those who live in places where 
health and well being are fragile and vulnerable.


The cross of Jesus stands over the brokenness of those who are sick and in hospital, over the 
staff who look after their needs.


The Cross of Jesus is the Way to the Father. As Paul preaches this word to the people of Pisidian 
Antioch, he invites them into  the death of Jesus. This is their hope, just as it has been his hope. 


It is my hope as it is also your hope.


When Paul preached about the Cross, it was to bring other people to Jesus. That they might also 
lay down their past and ask God to be their future. If you want to do this, please pray this prayer 
with me today…
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Lord Jesus

Thank you for your Cross

A foolish thing to those who look without faith

But for those who would have faith

It is life 


I come to the cross today and give my life to Jesus

May he completely transform me by it’s saving power

And may I never be the same again,


Amen



